THE EARLY MUSLIM WOMEN

INTRODUCTION 3
THE MOTHER OF THE MANKIND 3
HawwaA’ 3
THE MOTHERS OF THE PROPHETS 4
SARA 4
HAJAR 5
UMM MUSA 6
MARYAM 8
THE PROPHET’S WIVES 10
KHADIJA BINT KHUWAILID 10
SAWDA BINT ZAM’A 14
AISHA BINT ABU BAKR 15
HAFS BINT ‘UMAR 17
UMM SALAMA 19
UMM HABEEBA 22
ZAYNAB BINT JAHSH 24
SAFIYYA BINT HUHAYY 25
JUWAIRIYA BINT AL-HARITH 27
MAYMUNA 28
THE PROPHET AS A HUSBAND 30
THE PROPHET, THE FUNNY HUSBAND 30
THE PROPHET, THE STRAIT HUSBAND 31
THE PROPHET, THE FAITHFUL HUSBAND 33
POLYGAMY 35
POLYGAMY IN ISLAM 38
THE RATIONALE BEHIND THE MULTIPLYING OF THE WIVES OF THE PROPHET (PBUH) 41
EARLIER PROPHETS AND POLYGAMY 41
POLYGAMY IN CHRISTIANITY 44
THE RATIONAL BEHIND THE MULTIPLYING OF THE PROPHET'S WIVES 45
THE PROPHET’S DAUGHTERS 50
ZAYNAB 50
RuqQuyyvya 52
FATIMA AZ- ZAHRA' 53
UMM KULTHUM 57
THE PROPHET AS A FATHER AND / OR A GRANDFATHER 58
THE PROPHET AS A KIND FATHER 58
THE PROPHET AS A SERIOUS FATHER 60
SAHABIYYAT 61
ASMA' BINT ABU BAKR 61
FATIMA BINT AL- KHATTAB 63
UMM KULTHUM BINT ALI IBN ABU TALIB 64
SAFIYYA BINT 'ABD AL- MUTTALIB 65
SUMAYYA BINT KHAYYAT 65
ASMA' BINT YAZID IBN AS-SAKAN 66
UMM SALIM BINT MALHAN 67




UMM HARAM BINT MALHAN

UMM WARAQA

ASMA' BINT 'AMIS

AS SHIFA' BINT AL- HARITH

UMM HAKIM BINT AL-HARITH

UMM AYMAN

HIND BINT UTBAH

UMM SHARIK

UMM AL-FADL

AR-RUBAI' BINT MU'AWIDH

Al- KHANSA'

KHAWLA BINT THA'LABA

UMM ROMAN

UMM 'IMARA

UMMMIHJAN

TRANSLATOR'S POSTSCRIPT

REFERENCES

69
70
71
72
73
74
74
75
76
77
77
78
79
80
81

82

83



Introduction

Praise be to Allah and peace and blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah, his household, his
companions and those who follow his guidance.

A woman is a half of humankind and bears the other half. Thus, she is the whole world. Among the
most wonderful mysteries of our nature is that of sex. The unregenerate male is art in the pride of
his physical strength, to forget the all-important part, which the female plays in his very existence,
and in all the social relationships that arise in our collective human lives. The mother that bore us
must ever have our reverence. Sex, which governs so much of our physical life, and has so much
influence on our emotional and higher nature, deserves -not our fear, or our contempt or our amused
indulgence, but —our reverence in the highest sense of the term.

One of the effective ways that magnify the belief in one's heart is to highlight same stories of the
early believers. Such stories explain the seeming contradictions of life, the enduring nature of virtue
in a world full of flux and change and the marvellous working of Allah's eternal purpose in His plan
as unfolded to us on the wide canvas of history. When one looks at the women, who will be
discussed, however those who risked their lives in Jihad against the enemies of Allah and those who
presented their sons and all what they had for the cause of Allah, an explanation of their motivations
that downplays faith in Allah and His Messenger (pbuh) must surely need a great deal more to be
convincing than this type of brief detail. However, hereunder there are same snapshots of their lives
that may highlight the development of their chasracters.

The Mother of the Mankind

Hawwa’
She is the mother of mankind. She is created from one of Adam’s ribs. Allah the Almighty says,

(He created you (all) from a single person: then created of like nature, his mate)
(Az-Zumar: 6)

It was after Adam had been created the angels were asked to prostrate to him, for by Allah’s grace,
his status had actually been raised higher. All of angels prostrated save Iblis (Satan) who in turn was
expelled from the Garden owing to his rebelliousness. Adam and his wife, Hawwa' were placed in
Garden of comfort and bless, but it was Allah's plan to give him a limited faculty of choice. All that
was forbidden to do was to approach the Tree, but he succumbed to Satan' s suggestions.

Adam and Hawwa' were innocent in matters material as well as spiritual. They knew no evil. But
the faculty of choice, which was given to them and which raised them above the angels, also
implied that they has the capacity of evil, which by the training of their own will, they were to
reject. They were warned of the danger. When they fell, they realized the evil. They were (as we
are) still given the chance in this life on a lower plane, to make good and recover the lost status of
innocence and bliss.

Adam and Hawwa' were commanded to inhabit the earth. They were very sad. Both of them
repented and Allah accepted their repentance because it was sincere. They were told by Allah that



the earth is their original abode where they would live and die and be resurrected from on the Day
of Judgement. Allah the almighty said,

{Therein shall ye live, and therein shall ye die: but from it shall ye be taken out (at last).}
(Al-Araf: 25)
Some people claim that Hawwa' is the real reason why mankind does not dwell in paradise because
she asked Adam to eat from the tree.

They believe that if it were not for this sin, we would have continued to live there. This is
undoubtedly a naive view. When Allah the Almighty willed the creation of Adam He told the
angels,

{ I will create a vicegerent on earth. }
(al-Bagarah: 39)

He Almighty did not say, I will create a vicegerent on Paradise.” Allah, the High Exalted, Knew
that Adam and Hawwa would eat from that Tree and descend on earth. He knew that Satan would
rob them of innocence. The knowledge they learned was to become essential for their life on earth.

From the very early down of life on earth, Satan tried to tempt our parents (and all of us) in order
that he might manage to keep them away from the path of Allah. Thus it is an ongoing war and we
should fight against Satan to win Paradise.

The Mothers of the Prophets

Sara

She was the only woman of Ibrahim's people to believe in Allah. She, afterwards, became his wife.
She stood by "her husband all the time when calling his people to Allah.

When Ibrahim realized that no one other than his wife and his nephew, Lut was going to believe in
his call, he decided to imrnigrate, to a city called Ur and another called Haran and then departed for
Palestine with them. After Palestine, Ibrahim arrived in Egypt.

His wife, Sara was barren. The pharaoh of Egypt during her stay in Egypt, presented her a slave girl
to serve her. Ibrahim was getting old and he had had no son by her. Sara was past the age of
childbearing as well. Sara thought about how she and Ibrahim were lonely, for she was barren. She
thought that Ibrahim should take her slave girl, Hajar as a wife, Sara let her husband Ibrahim marry
Hajar, Then Hajar gave birth to Isma'il, Ibrahim's first son.

One day, Ibrahim received a group of strange guests. He chose a fat calf and gave orders for it to be
slaughtered.

Ibrahim then invited his guests to eat and he let his wife serve them a gesture of welcome and
hospitality. He received them with a salutation of peace, and immediately placed before them a



sumptuous meal of roasted calf. The strangers were embarrassed. They were angles and did not eat.
The angels gave Sara glad tidings of Ishaq. She could hardly believe the news. The news seemed to
her too good to be true. She came froward, clamoured, struck her forehead with her hands,
indicative of her amusement and incredulity as "a barren old woman." Allah the Almighty says,

(There came our Messenger to Ibrahim with glad tidings. They said, "peace!" He answered,
"Peace!" and hastened to entertain them with a roasted calf. But when he saw their hands
not reaching towards the (meal), he felt some mistrust of them, and conceived a fear of
them. They said: "Fear not: We have been sent against the people of Lut." And his wife was
standing (there), and she laughed: But We gave her glad tidings of Isaac, and after him, of
Jacob. She said: "Alas form me! Shall I bear a child, seeing I am an old woman, and my
husband here is an old man? That would indeed be a wonderful thing!” They said: “Dost
thou wonder at Allah's decree? The grace of Allah and His blessings on you, O ye people of
the house! For He is indeed Worthy of all Praise, Full of all Glory!)
(Hud: 70-73)

Hajar

She was an Egyptian slave girl who was given to Sara, Ibrahim's wife as a present. Because Sara
was barren, She prefered to give Ibrahim that girl in marriage so that she might bless him with a
child. As years passed, Hajar gave birth to a son. Sara grew jealous and furious. She thought that
she became inferior and that Hajar boasted over her. Therefore, she started to blame her husband by
saying, "You disliked me after she had become pregnant!" He replied, "She is just your slave girl
and you can do whatever you want."1

However, Sara kept patient until Hajar gave birth to a boy. At that time, she became jealous. She
swore not to live with that slave girl together.

Accordingly, Ibrahim took Hajar and the baby and went southward. They arrived at Makka, a
barren town, where the relics of Allah's Sacred House were still there. This was the first House in
which Allah was worshipped. There were just a few nomad people who would stay wherever they
found water or pasture.

Ibrahim left his wife and his son there with a small amount of food and water. Then, he turned
around and walked away. His wife hurried after him saying: "Where are you going, Ibrahim,
leaving us in this barren desert?"

Ibrahim did not answer her and went on walking. She repeated what she said but he remained silent.
Eventually, she realized that he did not do this of his own accord. She asked him, "Did Allah
command you to do so?" Ibrahim replied, "Yes." She, at once, said, "We are not going to be lost
since Allah, who has commanded you is with us."

Ibrahim walked until he was hidden from them by a mountain. There he raised his hand skyward
and started praying to Allah,

(O Our Lord! I have made some of my offspring to dwell in a valley without cultivation, by

" Qouted from the bible.



the sacred House, in order, O our Lord! That they may establish regular prayer: so fill the
hearts of some among men with love towards them, and feed them with fruits; so that they
may give thanks.)

(Ibrahim: 37)

Ibrahim left his wife and his son in the desert and went home to go on calling people to Allah. Hajar
nursed her son, Isma’il and felt thirsty. The sun was scorching hot and invited thirst. After a period
of time, all what she had of water was finished. The mother' s milk was dry, and both mother and
son were thirsty. Moreover, the food was finished and the situation seemed very difficult and
critical.

Isma'il began to cry out of thirst, so his mother left him to search for water. She walked hurriedly
until she reached a hill called "Safa” She climbed the hill and put her hands on her forehead to
protect her eyes from the sun, narrowing her eyes she looked for a well, a man, a caravan or
anything else. However, there was nothing to be seen.

She came down from Sara hurriedly until she reached the valley where she kept searching. Then she
came upon a bill called "Marwa" She climbed it and looked around to see if anybody was in view.
Unfortunately, there was nobody at her sight. She returned to her baby who was about to die out of
thirst. She had nothing to do but to return again to the Safa Hill. From there, she hurried to Marwa
Hill.

All her endeavors were of no avail. She went to and fro. between the two hills seven times.. For this
reason, pilgrims walked between Sara and Marwa seven time, commemorating the memory of
Hajar and the Prophet Isma'il.

Hajar returned after the seventh time tired and exhausted to find the water gushing from beneath

Ismail’s feet. Water overflowed and the life of the mother and child were saved. The mother and
child were saved. The mother cupped her hand and filled it with water as she gave thanks to Allah.

Afterwards, life began to thrive in this area. Caravans began to settle around the water which
overflowed from Zamzam.

At that time, a caravan was passing westward towards Syria. When they noticed some flocks of
birds flying over Makka, they realized that there must be water.

Instantly they went to Hajar and asked her permission to live beside her. Many people were
attracted by that new well of water and the place began to be inhabited by people.

Umm Musa

There was a tyrant Pharaoh in Egypt. He and his clique were intoxicated with pride of race and
pride of material civilization, and grievously oppressed the Israelites. He saw an odious dream. He
invited the soothsayers to interpret his dream. They told him that one of Israel"s sons would
dethrone the pharaoh of Egypt.



Pharaoh in fear decreed that all male sons born to his Israelite subjects should be killed, and the
females kept alive for the pleasure of the Egyptians.

After pharaoh carried out his new policy he found out that to kill all male sons of Israelites might
lead to the annihilation of Israelites as a whole.

As a result he might lose the output of those who worked for him, those who he enslaved, and their
women whom he exploited. Therefore, he issued a command that all males should be slaughtered
every other year.

Musa was born in the year in which males were to be slain. Musa's mother was afraid he would be
slain. The Egyptian midwives- had orders to kill male babies of Israelites. Musa was saved from
them, and his mother nursed the infant at her breast herself.

But when the danger of discovery was imminent, she put him into a chest or basket, and floated him
on the river Nile. Allah the Almighty' said,

(So we sent this inspiration to the mother of Moses: "Suckle (thy child), but when thou hast
fear about him, cast him into the river, but fear not nor grieve: For We shall restore him to
thee, and We shall make him one of Our Messenger.)

(Al-Qasas: 7)

No sooner was the Divine revelation completed than Musa's mother obeyed this sacred and wise
call.

Her motherly heart was filled with pain as she threw her son into the river Nile. However, she knew
that Allah was much more merciful to her baby than she was.

Barely did she cast Musa into the Nile than she felt that she had cast her heart as well. Here heart
became broken and consumed by grief. Allah the Almighty said,

(And the heart of the mother of Moses became void: She was going almost to disclose his
(case), had we not strengthened her heart with faith), so that she might remain a (firm)
believer.)

(Al-Qasas: 10)

The mother' s heart felt the gaping void at parting from her son; but her faith in Allah' s providence
kept her from betraying herself. All what she did was to ask her daughter, Musa' s sister to pursue
calmly the chest.

Amazingly, the waves delivered the chest to pharaoh's palace. When the ladies of pharaoh's wife
saw the chest, they carried it to her. Musa was a darling to look at, and pharaoh had apparently no
son, but only a daughter. Pharaoh's wife loved the baby as Allah willed. Allah the almighty said,

(The wife of pharaoh said, "Here is) a joy of the eye, for me and for me and for thee: Slay
him not. If may be that he will be of use to us, or we may adopt him as a son. And they
perceived not (what they were doing)!)

(Al-Qasas: 9)



This was the plan of providence: that the wicked , might cast a net round themselves by fostering
the man who was to bring them to naught and be the instrument of their punishment, or (looking at
it from the other side) that Musa Might learn all the wisdom of the Egyptians in order to expose all
that was hollow and wicked in it.

Allah the Almighty said,

(Then, the people of pharaoh picked him Up) from the river: (It was intended) that (Moses)
should be to them an adversary and a cause of sorrow: for Pharaoh and Haman and (all)

their hosts were men of sin)
(Al-Qasas: 8)

In all life providence so orders things, that Evil is defeated by its own weapons. Not only is it
defeated, but it actually, though unwittingly, advances the cause of Good!

No sooner did pharaoh respond to his wife than he saw her face became radiant with joy. Pharaoh
brought him nurse but he refused. Many nurses were brought in and Musa still rejected each one of
them. Pharaoh's wife began to weep because of Musa's cries. She did not know what she could do.

All of sudden, Musa's sister went calmly and softly and heard the entire story she went to pharaoh' s
guards and said,

(Shall I point out to you the people of a house that will nourish and bring him up for you and
take care of him)
(Al-Qasas: 12)

In this way, Musa was restored to his mother. Musa got the benefit of his mother's milk as well as
the prestige and the opportunities of being brought up in the royal family. In addition, There was the
comfort of his mother. Allah Almighty said,

(Thus did We restore him to his mother, that her eye might be comforted, that she might not
grieve, and that she might know that the promise of Allah is true: but most of them do not

know.)
(Al-Qasas: 13)

Maryam

She is Maryam bint ’Imran, the daughter of the priest ‘Imran and his wife Hanna, who when
pregnant with Maryam, vowed to dedicate the child she bore to the service of the Holy Temple in
Jerusalem, and at her birth accordingly named her Maryam, meaning "servant of her Lord. "Allah
the Almighty said,

(Behold! Wife of 'Imran said: "O my Lord! I do dedicate into thee what is in my womb for
thy special service: So accept this of me: for thou hearest and knowest all things." When she
was delivered, she said: "O my Lord" Behold! I am delivered of a female child!" And Allah
knew best what she brought forth "And is not the male like the female. I have named her



Mary, and I commend her and her offspring to they protection from Satan the
Rejected.)
(Al-Imran:35-36)

The mother of Maryam expected. a male child. Was she disappointed that it was a female child?
No, for she had Faith, and she knew that Allah's Fate was better than any wishes of hers. Maryam
was no ordinary girl: only Allah knew what it was that her mother brought forth.

Maryam grew under Allah's special protection. Her sustenance,. under which we may include both
her physical needs and her spiritual food, came from Allah, and her growth was indeed a 'goodly
growth". Some aprocryphal Christian writings say that she was brought up in the Temple to the age
of twelve like a dove, and that she was fed by angels.

The purest of womankind, she was a great-faithed one, and miraculously conceived the Prophet 'Isa
(pbuh). Allah the Almighty said,

(Behold the angels said: "O Mary! Allah hath chosen thee and purified thee chosen thee
above the women of all nations.)
(Al-Imran: 42)

Mary the mother of Jesus was unique, in that she gave birth to a son by a special miracle, without
the intervention of the customary physical means. This ofcourse does not mean that she was more
than human, any more than that her son was more than human.

Being chosen as the purest of womankind, she was told that she would beget a child without
wedlock. Maryam was still a virgin. No human had touched her, nor was she married or engaged.
Therefore she was stunned and wonered saying,

(She said: How shall I have a son, seeing that no man has touched me, and I am not

’

unchaste?")
(Maryam: 20)

She at once heard the Divine reply,

{He said: "So (it will be: Thy Lord said, 'That is easy for Me: and (We wish) to appoint him
as a Sign unto men and a mercy from Us": It is a matter (So) decreed.)

Allah had destined her to be the mother of the Prophet , Isa (Jesus Christ) in a miraculous way.
Allah's creation is not dependent on time, or instruments or means, or any conditions whatsoever.
Existence waits on His Will, or plan, or Intention. The moment He wills a thing it becomes His

Word or command, and the thing forthwith comes into existence.

Allah created Adam without a father and mother. There was no man or woman before Adam.
Hawwa' was created after Adam and she was created from a male without a female parties.

Both Maryam and her son, '[sa were unfortunately later taken as objects of worship by same sects of
Christians because of the strangeness of 'Isa's birth without a father, though as commentators point



out, by such reasoning the Prophet Adam (pbuh) might better deserve to be worshipped, since he
had neither father nor mother.

The amazement of the people knew no bounds. In any case they were ready to think the worst of
her, as she had disappeared from her kin for some time. But now she came, shamelessly parading a
babe in her ,arms! How she had disgraced the house of Aaron, the fountain of priesthood! The
people then reminded her of her high lineage and the unexceptionable morals of her father and
mother. How, they said, she had fallen, and disgraced the name of her progenitors!

What could Maryam do? How could she explain? Would they in their censorious mood, accept her
explanation? All she could do was to point to the child, who, she knew, was no ordinary child. And
the child came to her rescue. By a miracle he spoke, defended his mother, and preached to an
unbelieving audience. Allah the Almighty said,

(At length she brought the (babe) to her people, carrying him (in her arms), they said: "O
Mary! Truly a strange thing Has thou brought! "O sister"of Aaron! Thy father was not a
man of evil nor thy mother a woman unchaste!"

But she pointed to the babe. They said: How can we talk to one who is a child in the
cradle?" He said: "I am indeed a servant of Allah: He lath given me Revelation and made
me a Prophet: And He hath made me Blessed where so ever I be, and hath enjoined on me
prayer and Zakat as long as I live;

"He hath made me) kind to my - mother, and not over bearing or unblest; "So peace is on
me the day I was born, the day that I die, and the day that I shall be raised up to life

(again)!")
(Maryam: 27: 33)

The Prophet’s Wives

Khadija Bint Khuwailid

She was the best of womankind in her lifetime. She was the daughter of Khuwailid Ibn Asad Ibn
'Abdu-I-Uzza Ibn Qusayy Ibn Kilab. She was from the tribe of Quraish and of Bani Asad and was
called the chaste woman. She was born in a house of glory and leadership fifteen years before the
Year of the Elephant and brought up in an honorable house. She was a rational and venerable
woman. She was famous for her strictness, reason and decency. Because of this, she was respected
and desired by the elite of her tribe.

She got married to Abu Halah Ibn Zararah of Tamimi-tribe and gave birth to Halah and Hind. After
the death of Abu Halah, she married 'Ateeq Ibn 'A'iz Ibn 'Abdullah who was from the tribe of Bani
Makhzum. They stayed together for a period of time before separation.

Then, she refused. many proposals of marriage made by venerable men. She devoted her life for her
children and towards managing her trade. She was wealthy and used to hire men to manage her
trade as partners.

Being informed of the Prophet Muhammad's truthfulness, integrity and good manners before his
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Messengership, she entrusted him to run her trade accompanied by her slave Maysarah in ash-Sham
(Syria) and promised to pay to him more than to others. The Prophet agreed and travelled with
Khadija’s slave. He achieved great gains by Allah's willing. Khadija was quite pleased with his
achievements. But what pleased and gained her admiration even more was Muhammad himself.

She started to think of him and found herself attracted to Muhammad emotionally. She had never
felt such emotion before. But she started to wonder: Would he accept her proposal since she was
forty years and he was only twenty-five? How could she face those whom she refused of the
masters of Quraish before?

Meanwhile, her friend, Nafisa Bint Munabbih, entered and started to talk with her until she made
her disclose what perplexed her. Then she comforted her and reminded her of his good character,
lineage, wealth and grace over all those venerable men who sought to marry her.

No sooner did Nafisa leave Khadija than she (Nafisa) went to Muhammad. She intuitively asked
him, "Why did you not marry, Muhammad?" He answered, "I cannot afford marriage. "She smiled
and said, "If there is anyone who could be elligible would you agree?" He asked, "Who is she?" She
said instantly, "Khadija Bint Khuwailid." He said, "I would agree if she did."

Nafisa instantly went to Khadija to tell her the good news. On the other hand, Muhammad told his
uncles about his wish to marry Khadija. Then, Abu Talib, Hamza and others went to Khadija's
uncle, Amr Ibn Asad and betrothed his niece and offered him the dowry.

When marriage was concluded, many animals were slaughtered and distributed among the poor.
They held the wedding party in Khadija's house. Halima as-Sa'diyyah who suckled Muhammad was
among the audience. Khadija offered her forty sheep as a gift to the one who suckled her beloved
husband, Muhammad.

When Khadija became Muhammad's wife, she set greatest examples in loving her husband. and all
what he desired. For example, she granted Zayd Ibn Haritha to Muhammad, when she felt that he
loved him.

Likewise, she pleasantly accepted Ali Ibn Abu Talib as a member of her house due to Muhammad' s
wish. Allah showered incessant favors upon such happy union. He blessed them with boys and
girls: al-Qasim, Abdullha, Zaynab, Rugayyah, Umm Kulthum and Fatima.

Muhammed was inclined, as Allah willed, to worship in solitude. He kept on worshipping Allah in
this manner in a cave on Mount Hira' for a month every year. He used to stay there for some days
living on little provision away from the vain talk and the amusement of the people of Makka who
worshipped idols.

Although Khadija could not endure to be away from Muhammad, she prefered to keep silent and
not to ask him what he was doing there so as not to disturb him. She did her best in order to look
after him and to let him live peacefully at home. When going to the cave, she kept watching him
and then sent whosoever could guard him without disturbing him.

The Messenger of Allah kept doing that tor a period of time. Then came Jibreel (peace be upon
him) with Allah's bless while Muhammad was in Hira' in Ramadan. Having received Allah's
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revelation, he went home scared, pale and trembling. He said, "cover me, cover me.” After she
knew what had happened, he said to her, “I am scared, Khadija” This rational wife replied, “May
Allah look after us, Abul-Qasim, what good news, my cousin. So be steadfast. By Whom in Whose
hand is Khadija’s soul I think that you are the Prophet of this nation. By Allah, Allah will never
make you lose. You keep good terms with your relatives, are truthful, help the weak, are a good
host to your guests and help the afflicted.*

Such encouragement comforted the Prophet’s heart. She then went to her cousin Warqa Ibn Nawfal
to tell him what had happened to Muhammad (pbuh). Accordingly, Waraqa proclaimed,

"Holy is He, Holy is He, by whom in whose hand is Waraqa's soul if you are truthful, Khadija, it is
the great angel who came to Musa and 'Isa. Surely, he is the Prophet of this nation. Would you tell
him to be steadfast.”

Afterwards, the wife went aforetime to please her husband with the good tiding. Then, she brought
him to her cousin, Waraqa to listen. to him together. When Waraqa watched the Prophet
approaching, he shouted, "By whom in whose hand is my soul, you are, the Prophet of this nation.
You will be rejected, hurt, expelled, fought. Had I lived until such day, I would have supported you.
Then he kissed his head.”

Muhammad asked, "Would they expel me?” Waraqa replied, "Yes, None has claimed what you
claim without being fought. I would like to live until such day." Then Waraq died soon after.

The Prophet was pleased upon hearing Waraqa's prophecy. He realised what his mission to his
people was to be and this was Allah's law concerning His Prophets and all callers to Him.
Therefore, no matter how severe sufferings or persecution were he was ready to meet.

Khadija was the first to believe in Allah and His Messenger and to embrace Islam. This faithful and
loving wife supported her husband, the Prophet (pbuh), and helped him endure the most severe
kinds of torture and persecution. Then, she relieved him when he was hurt or rejected. When they
called him a liar, she alone remained true. Then the Qur' anic verses were revealed:

(O thou wrapped up (in a mantle)! Arise and deliver thy warning! And thy Lord do thou

magnify! And the garments keep free from stain! And all abomination shun! Nor expect, in

giving, any increase (for thyself)! But, for thy Lord's (cause) be patient and constant!}
(Al-Muddathir: 1-7)

Henceforth, the noble, Prophet started a new life, full of blessings and hardships. He told his wife
that the time of sleep and comfort was over. Khadija, then, began to summon people to Islam beside
her husband. The first fruits of their work were her slave Zayd and her four daughters (may Allah
be pleased with them all).

Afterwards, the Muslims suffered many different kinds of chastisement. But khadija was as
steadfast as a mountain. She put before her eyes Allah's statement:

(Alif. Lam. Meem. Do men think that they will be left alone on saying, 'we believe', and that
they will not be tested?)
(Al-Ankabut: 1-2)
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When Allah took the soul of her two young sons: al-Qasim and ‘Abdullah she kept patient. She also
saw the first martyered woman in Islam (Sumayyah) when she suffered the deathly trials at the
hands of the tyrants.

She bid farewell to her daughter, Rugayyah when migrating to Abyssinia with her husband, Uthman
ibn 'Affan, to escape the torture of Quraish and to preserve her belief.

She witnessed and lived in all hard times, full of hardships and struggle without being desperate.
She, all the time, kept before her eyes Allah's saying:

(Ye shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in yourselves; and ye shall
certainly hear much that will grieve you, from those who received the Book before you and
from those who worship partners partiently, and guard against evil, then that indeed is a

matter of great resolution.)
(Al-"Imran: 186)

Before all of this, she witnessed her truthful and kind husband suffering several types of trials while
summoning to Allah: However, he kept patient seeking Allah's reward. The more trials, the more
patience and steadfastness. He refused all luring offers when the bidders tried to entice him from the
belief. Furthermore, he swore an oath in one such situation by saying:

"By Allah, my uncle, had they put the sun on my right hand and the moon on left to leave
this matter, I would not have left it until Allah disclosed His will or I die."

Thus, this striving mistress, Khadija followed her husband, Allah's Messenger (pbuh) in belief and
perseverance. When the people of Quraish boycotted Muslims to besiege them politically,
economically and socially, she stood by Muslims in Abu Talib's valley leaving her house to stay
there for three years. The items of this boycott was written in a scripture and was hanged in Ka'ba.
She patiently endured the sufferings of such siege with the Messenger and his followers. She gave
all what she had in this trial though she was sixty-five.

Three years after the siege. Abu Talib died followed by Khadija (may Allah be pleased with her),
three years before Hijra (immigration to Madina). The Prophet suffered many afflictions after the
death of Khadija who was his truthful minister.

The righteous soul went to her Lord after the end of her lifespan. She was really an excellent
example in the field of the call to Allah and striving for His cause. She was a wise wife who gave
all what she had to please Allah and His Messenger. Therefore, she deserved to be greeted by Allah
and be informed that she would have a house in paradise. The Prophet (pbuh) said,

"The hest of women in it (Paradise) is Mariyam bint ’Imaran. The hest of women in it is Khadija
bint Khuwailid".

May Allah be pleased with Khadija bint Khuwailid, a chaste mistress, loyal wife, truthful and the

striving believer in the cause of belief with all what she had of worldly benefits. May Allah give
the hest reward.
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Sawda Bint zam’a

She was Sawda bint Zam'a Ibn Qays Ibn 'Abd Shams Ibn 'Abdul of Banu Amir, Quraish. Her
mother was ash-Shamus bint Qaus Ibn Zayd Ibn Amr of Banu an-Najjar.

She was a noble and venerable lady. She first married as-Sakran Ibn Amr, the brother of Suhail Ibn
‘Amr al-'Amiriy whom she accompanied when emigrating to Abyssinia among the eight people of’
Banu 'Amir who left their homes and their properties and crossed the sea to escape torture and
preserve their religion. No sooner was her affliction in Abyssinia over than her husband died and
she became a widow.

The Prophet (pbuh) sympathized with this faithful widow immigrant. Therefore, as soon as Khawla
bin Hakim mentioned her before him, he offered to help and stand by her especially because she
grew old and needed someone to look after her. In the books of the prophetic biography it
was narrated that none dared to speak to the prophet about marriage after the death of
Khadija, who alone believed him when the people rejected him. She enriched him, when he
was poor and from her did Allah grant him his offspring.

After such grief, Khawlah went to the Prophet (pubh) and leniently said, "Would you not marry
Messenger of Allah?" He sadly answered, "Who could replace Khawlah?"

She said, "Whoever you like a virgin or non-virgin. He said, "Who is the virgin?" She answered,
”The daughter of the one you love most, Aisha bint Abi Bakr."

After a while the Prophet (pubh) asked, "Who is the non-virgin? She replied, "Sawda bint Zam' ah
(may Allah be pleased with her)." Then, the Prophet (pbuh) betrothed' Aisha (may Allah be pleased
with her) and married Sawda who remained his only wife for about three years until he married
'Aisha. All the people of Makka wondered how the prophet would get married to such an old widow
who lost all her beauty! How could she succeed, the mistress of Quraish?

As a matter of fact, Sawda or any other wife could not succeed Khadija. But this was a kind of
charity and mercy from the Prophet of mercy (pbuh).

Sawdah served the household of the Prophet and his daughters. She pleased the Prophet's heart and
helped him go on calling for Allah. Three years later, 'Aisha, Hafsa, Zaynab, Umm Salama and
others came to the Prophet's house as wives. Then, Sawdah realized that the Prophet (pbuh) had
only married her out of sympathy, after her husband's death. She knew this fact clearly when the
Prophet (pbuh) wanted to kindly separate from her to release her of such critical position. Being
informed of the Prophet's intention of divorce, she felt that as if she was living in a nightmare.
Therefore, she entreats the prophet, by saying, O Messenger of Allah, hold me. By Allah, I did not
seek to have a husband but I just hope that Allah may resurrect me as your wife on the Day of
Judgement.” Thus she (may Allah be pleased with her) preferred the Prophet's desire and granted
her night to 'Aisha to please the Prophet's heart. The Prophet (pbuh) responded to her noble
feelings. Then Allah revealed,

(There is no blame on them if they arrange an amicable settlement between themselves, and

settlement is best,)
(An-Nisa': 1218)
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Sawadah remained in the Prophet's house thankful and grateful to Allah that He inspired such
solution to her in order to be with the best of Allah’s creatures and to be mother of the faithful and a
wife of the Prophet in Paradise.

She (may Allah be pleased with her) died at the late years of Umar's era. 'Aisha, the mother of the
faithful kept on remembering her favor as saying,

“No woman I would like to imitate her save Sawdah bint Zam'ah who said when she grew
old, "O Messenger of Allah I granted my day to ‘Aisha. But she has some kind of
harshness.”

(Reported by Muslim)

Aisha Bint Abu Bakr

She was a teacher of men, bint as-Siddiq, the Prophet's caliph, Abu Bakr ‘Abdullah Ib Abu
Quhafah, Uthmen Ibn ‘Amir of the Quraish, Makkan, Mother of the Faithful, and the wife of the
noble Prophet (pbuh). She was the closest wife to the Prophet and the daughter of the closest man to
him.? Her innocence was revealed from the top of the seven heavens.

She showed the world how the woman could be more knowledgeable than men, politician or
warrior fourteen centuries ago. She was not a university graduate and did not study at the hands of
orientalists or westernists.

Rather she apprenticed and graduated in the prophetic school, the school of faith and knights. From
the tender years of her age the shiekh and the most pious of Muslims, her father Abu Bakr as-Sidiq
brought her up. Then the Prophet (pbuh) the best and the most honorable creature look after her
when she was a youth. Therefore, she aquired a great deal of knowledge that was transmitted over
the centuries.

What she left of literature or legal opinions is now studied in many universities all over the world.
Further her complete works could be points of study for any one who is interested in the Arab and
Muslim history.

The Prophet (pbuh) married her according to Allah's command.’ He (pbuh) betrothed her and :
Sawda at the same time but he married the latter who stayed with him for three years until he got
married to , Aisha in Shawwal after the battle of Badr. The young bride, then, moved to the new
house of the Prophet, which consisted of a room beside the mosque and was built of clay and palm-
trees. The room was furnished with a mattress of palm-leaves beneath which there was nothing but

> Amr Ibn al-As related that he asked the Prophet (pbuh), "Who do you love most, O messenger of
Allah?” He replied, ‘“’Aisha. "Who is from among men?" Amr asked. He said "Her father."
(Reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim)

3 Aishah related that the Prophet (pbuh) said to me. "You were Shown to me in a dream. An angel
brought you to me, wrapped in a piece of silken "cloth and said to me, "This is your wife.” I
removed the piece of cloth from your face, and there you were. I said to myself, "If it is from Allah,
then it will surely be," [Reported by al-Bukhari and Muslim]
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a mat. As for the door it was just a curtain of hair. In such a modest room ’Aisha started her marital
life which became the speech of the world.

As a wife of the Prophet (pbuh), 'Aisha adopted a great position. She became a model for all women
anywhere and in any time she was an ideal wife. She relieved the Prophet's grief when suffering the
hardships of life and the da' wah.

She endured poverty and hunger with the Prophet (pbuh). It is related that they spent two or three
months without cooking. All what they feed on were just dates and water.

Once, when Muslims became luxurious, she was given one hundred thousand dirhams as a gift
while she was fasting voluntarily. But she, at once, spent it in the cause of Allah. She was so poor
that she had nothing to break her fast on. Thus, her maid asked her, "Would not you reserve a
dirham in order to buy meat for breakfast?" She answered, had you reminded me, I would have
done. She was a patient poor, and a modest wealthy woman. She did not adhere to this worldly life.
Therefore, she thought that poverty and wealth were alike.

She was an ideal wife who was interested in learning from the Prophet (pbuh). Therefore, she
became so knowledgeable that she was able to teach men and was a source of authorization and
documentation in hadith transmission, and sacred law.

Az-Aubairi said, "If we compared' Aisha's knowledge to all women, 'Aisha's would surpass them.
Hisham Ibn Urwa said, I have never seen any one who could have knowledge of an ayah (a
Qur'anic verse), an obligatory act, a Sunna act, poetry, history, lineage, judgement, or medicine
better than 'Aisha. I asked her, "What about medicine? How did you learn it, aunt?" She answered,
"When I was sick, the Prophet prescribe (treatment) for me as did he when the people became. ill. I
also heard the people prescribing treatment to each other. Thereby I memorized such prescriptions.

Once, Masruq was asked, "Did"' Aisha perfect the obligatory acts." He answered, "By Allah, I have
seen the great prophetic companions asking her about the obligatory acts."

Yet, she (may Allah be pleased with her) was jealous. She was the most jealous wife of the Prophet
(pbuh). This can be the nature of the woman; to be jealous of other wives. But such jealousy had
ever never led her to hurt any other wife.

Let us now turn to the most critical incident in 'Aisha's life: the incident of ifk (the lie). On the
return from the expedition of Banu Mustaliq there occurred what would hurt 'Aisha and in turn the
Prophet's honour. When the march was ordered, 'Aisha was not in her tent, having gone to search
for a valuable necklace she had dropped. As her litter was veiled, it was not noticed that she was not
in it, until the army reached the next holt. Meanwhile finding the camp had gone. She sat down to
rest, hoping that someone would come back to fetch her when her absence was noticed. It was
night, and she fell a sleep. Next morning she was found by Safwan, a Muhajir. Who had been left
behind the camp expressly to pick up anything inadvertently left behind. He put her on his camel
and brought her, leading the camel on foot. This presented an occasion to the Prophet's enemies to
raise a malicious scandal. The ringleader among them was the chief of Madina Hypocrites, Abullah
Ibn Ubai.

’Aisha was in extrem pain and anguish for an entire month because of the slander that was spread
about her. Her husband, the Prophet (pbuh) and her father were also placed in a most awkward
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predicament, considering their position and the great work in which they were engaged.

Eventually, Allah revealed some Qur'anic verses to free' Aisha from such accusation. 'Aisha was an
ideal woman in suffering and afflictions. Therefore, she was a model for all women in both
prosperity and adversity.

During the Prophet's illness, after returning from the farewell pilgrimage he felt that he was about to
die. It is narrated that when the prophet was being carried to spend his nights with his wives in
turns, he would ask, where should I go tomorrow'? Where should I go tomorrow? (hoping to be
'Ashah' s turn). Then, the mothers of the faithful offered, pleasantly, their turns to 'Aisha (may Allah
be pleased with them all) to be treated where he liked. They said, O Messenger of Allah, we gave
our turns to 'Aisha.

The Prophet (pbuh), then moved to 'Aisha's home who took care of him day and night. She would
like to sacrifice herself for him as saying "I sacrifice you with my father and mother, O Messenger
of Allah." At the last moment of the Prophet's life, his head was placed on 'Aisha' s knees.

She said, "The Prophet (pbuh) died in the night of my usual turn at my house. Allah took him unto
Him while his head was between my chest and my neck and his saliva was mixed with my saliva."
At this moment, 'Abudur-Rahan Ibn Abi Bakr entered holding a soft siwak (tooth stick). The
prophet looked at the siwak. I thought that he wished to brush his teeth with it. I took the siwak,
chewed and then perfumed it. Then I gave it to the prophet who in turn brushed his teeth very well.
As he retumed it back, his hand fell down. I began to supplicate Allah with a du'a often said by
Jibreel and also by the prophet during his illness. However, the Prophet did not supplicate Allah
with this du'a in this time. He then looked skyward and said (ar-Rafeeq al-' Ala) the heavens. Then
he died. Praise be to Allah who mixed my saliva with his at the last moment of the Prophet' s life.

The Prophet (pbuh) was buried where he died, in her home. She lived after him teaching men and
women, and formulating the history of Islam until her death. She died on Tuesday night 17th of
Ramadan, 57 AH she was sixty-six by then. May Allah have mercy and be pleased with her.

Hafs Bint ‘Umar

She was Hafsa bint ‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab. Allah supported Islam by means of her father ’'Umar. She
was beautiful and pious woman. She got married to Khunis Ibn Hudhata Ibn Qays as-Sahami from
Quraish. He was a part of the two emigrations: to Abyssinia and to Madina. He fought in Bard and
Uhud. In the latter battle he was fatally wounded and died shortly thereafter. Hafsa was eighteen
years by then.

Umar was depressed for his daughter's, affliction who became a widow at such a young age.
Whenever he went home and saw his sad daughter, he grieved. After a long period of thinking he
decided to choose a husband for her to provide her with what she had lost of repose along six
months, or more.

He first chose Abu Bakr, (may Allah be pleased with him) the dearest person to the Prophet (pbuh)

'Umar, at once, went to Abu Bakr to offer him his daughter for marriage. 'Umar thought that Abu
Bakr would not refuse to marry a young pious woman who was the daughter of the man by whom
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Allah supported Islam. Having sympathetically listened to him, Abu Bakr did not respond.

"Umar went back with a broken heart and almost did not believe what had happened. He then went
to Uthman Ibn Affan whose wife, Ruqayya, the daughter of the Prophet had recently died. Having
offered him his daughter to marry, he apologized by saying, "I think 1 would not like to marry at the
present time."

Umar's gloom increased by Uthman's refusal, which followed Abu Bakr's. He became angry with
his two intimate friends. Then, he went to the Prophet (pbuh) complaining about Abu Bakr and
’Uthman. Thereupon, the Prophet (pbuh) smiled and said,

“Hafsa will get married to someone who is better than Uthman and Uthman will get
married to someone who is better than Hafsa."
(Reported by al-Bukhari)

Accordingly *Umar was elated to receive such a great honour which he never thought about it. He
went off to tell whomever he met. When Abu Bakr met him, he realized the source of his joy.
Therefore, he congratulated him and apologized by saying, "Do not be angry with me, ’Umar. The
Prophet has mentioned Hafsa before and I could not disclose the Prophet's secret (pbuh). Had he left
her, I would have married her."

All people in Madina was pleased with the Prophet's marriage to Hafsa bint ‘Umar. It was
contracted in the month of Sha’ban in the third year of Hijra. They blessed the marriage of *Uthman
to Umm Kulthum bint Muhamrned (pbuh) in the month of Jumada al-Akhirah in the same year as
well. Thus, Hafsa joined the rank of the Prophet's pure wives, mothers of the faithful who were, by
then, Sawdah and 'Aisha.

Among the other wives of the Prophet (pbuh), *Aisha was the most intimate and closest one to
Hafsa. His father, once, said to her, "How would you be like 'Aisha and how would your father be
like hers?"

It is Hafsa and 'Aisha who backed up each other against the Prophet (pbuh). Consequently Allah the
Almighty said,

(if ye two tum in repentance to Allah, your hearts are indeed so inclined,. but if ye back up
each other against him, truly Allah is his protector and Gabriel)
(A t- Tahrim: 4)

It is narrated that the prophet (pbuh) divorced Hafsa once when she backed up against him. Then he
took her back according to Jibreel' s command:

"Take Hafsa back; she fasts and prays in the night all the time."

Hafsa realized the gravity of what she had done to her noble husband when she disclosed his secret.
But after the Prophet forgave her, she lived in tranquility and repose again.

When the Prophet (pbuh) died and Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) succeeded him, it
was Hafsa who was chosen to keep the first copy of the glorious Qur'an. She kept on worshipping
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Allah devoutly, fasting, praying and keeping the copy of the Muslim constitution, the immortal
miracle and the source of legislation and belief.

When her father, the caliph of the Muslim felt that he was about to die after he was stabbed by Abu
Lu'lu'a, the Zoroastrian in the month of Zul-Hijjah; 23 AH Hafsa was the guard of what he left of
inheritance.

She (may Allah be pleased with her) died in Mu'awiyah ibn Abu Sufyan's era after she commended
her brother 'Abdullah with what she had been commended by her father. May Allah be pleased with
the guard of the Qur'an.

Umm Salama

She was Hind bint Umayyah Ibn Al-Mugheerah al-Makhzumiyyah who was from Quraish. His
father was a prominent master in Quraish. He was called Zad ar-Rakib (a provision for the
passenger). This was because, when travelling he used to suffice whomever accompany him. As for
her mother, she was 'Atikah bint 'Amir ibn Rabi'ah al-Kananiyyah who was from Banu Firas.

Besides her honorable and well-established lineage, she was a beautiful and an intuitive woman.
She first got married to Abu Salama, 'Abudullah Ibn 'Abdel-Asad al Makhzumi who emigrated
twice: to Abyssinia and Madina.

She was a good, loyal and obedient wife who stood by her husband and suffered many kinds of
torture with him in the cause of Allah. Then, she immigrated with him to Abyssinia to escape
torture and to preserve the belief. They left all what they had af property, kin and land. There, she
gave birth to Salama.

After the chart of boycott had been nullified, and after Hamza and ‘Umar had embraced Islam, they
returned to Makka with the other people. After the Prophet (pbuh) had given permission to Muslim
to emigrate, Abu Salama decided to leave with his family. It was a tragedy, so let us lend our ears to
Umm Salama to narrate the details of this story.

Umm Salama said, "When Abu Salama decided to set out for Madina, he prepared his camel to
carry me and his son on it. Then, he led the camel towards. Madina. Being seen by men of Banu al-
Mugheerah, they obstructed us. They said, "We could not control you, Abu Salama? What about
your wife? Why did we let you wandering with her in the land? Then, they pulled the camel's rein
from his hand and took me back. Accordingly, enraged with anger, Banu 'Abdel Asad took my son
and said to my husband's family, "By Allah we would not leave our san in her custody after you had
taken him from our kin."

Then, each group took one of the boy' s arms and started to pull until they took off his arm.
Afterwards, my husband's family took the boy and my family detained me.

Abu Salama went to Madina alone to preserve himself and his belief. Meanwhile I felt alienated, as
I could not see my husband or my son. Every day I used to go out and sit in the same place where |
lost my husband and son. There I sat to remember them and wept for a year. Eventually, once, a
cousin of mine passed by me and found me in such a state. He sympathized with me. Then he went
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a head to my family and said, "O kinsmen would you release this poor woman. You kept her away
from her husband and her son."

He kept on stimulating their sentiments until they released me. Thereupon, Banu 'Abdel Asad gave
me my son back. I got my camel ready and then I set out alone for Madina where my husband lived.

When I arrived at Tan'eem (a place in Makka) I met 'Uthman Ibn Talha (who was at that time an
atheist) but he embraced Islam during the truce of Hudaibiyah). He said, "where were you going,
daughter of the provision of passengers?" I replied, to my husband in Madina. He asked, "Did you
have any one accompanying you?" I said, "I have none but Allah and then my son. He, therefore,
said, "By Allah I would not leave you alone."

He held the camel’s rein and went forward to Madina. By Allah, I have never seen any generous or
honorable Arab like him. When we had to rest, he tied my camel and then took himself away and
sat down under a tree. When we were about to go on walking, he prepared my camel and then kept
himself aside and then said, "Now you on ride”.

Af ter I rode the camel, he then came to lead it. He kept on doing that until we reach Madina. When
he saw the village of 'Umar ibn 'Auf in Qiba' where Abu Salama lived, he said, "That was your
husband's village, you could go to him by Allah's blessing." Then, he went back to Makka.

Thus, Umm Salama was the first emigrant woman to, Madina as was she to Abyssinia.

In Madinah she devoted her life to rearing her children. This is the most important role of women
i.e., to look after her children and to comfort her husband in order to let him fight in the cause of
Allah and raise higher the banner of Islam. Thereby, Abu Salama tought in the battle of Badr and
Uhud very well until he received an arrow in his forelimb. He treated his wound until he thought
that it became better.

Two months later after Uhad, the Prophet (pbuh) was informed that Banu Asad were gathering to
attack him in Madina. He, therfore, called Abu Salama and appointed him as the leader of a squad
of about 150 men including Abu Ubaidah and Sa'd ibn Abu Waqqas to attack them in Qutn (a
mount).

Following the Prophet's instructions Abu Salama attacked the enemy suddenly in the morning,
before they were prepared and they were victorious. In addition to the spoils of war, which they had
gained, they also restored the Muslims position, which had been affected in Uhud.

In this battle Abu Salama's wound, which he had received in Uhud was stirred again. Accordingly
he remained in his bed to be treated Meanwhile, he said to his wife, "Umm Salama, I heard the
Messenger of Allah (pbuh) as saying,

"When a Muslim meets a catastrophe and says "To Allah we shall return" and then says, "O
Allah! May You reward me for my catastrophe and replace it with something better" , he

will get what he asks."

One day the Prophet (pbuh) went to visit him. No sooner was the Prophet about to leave than Abu
Salama died. Thereby, the Prophet (pbuh) closed his eyes with his honorable hands. Then he looked
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skyward and said,

"O Allah! May you forgive Abu Salama, raise his rank among the closest people, succeed
him in his family and forgive us and him, O the Lord of Worlds.”

Umm Salama received this catastrophe with a faithful heart and a patient soul. She surrendered to
Allah's destiny and remembered what Abu Salama narrated on the authority of the Prophet (pbuh).
Then she said, "O Allah reward me for my catastrophe... She was reluctant to complete the du 'a:

"and replace it with something better."

She wondered, who could be like Abu Salama!? But finally she completed the du'a as a worship to
Allah.

After her waiting period (out of mourning for her deceased husband) had ended, many great
companions proposed marriage to her. It was the Muslims customs when one of the them died, they
looked after the deceased's wife by marrying her. But Umm Salama rejected them all.

The Prophet (pbuh) thought of this hononrable, true faithful and patient woman. He thought that it
is better not to leave her alone without a husband.

One day as she was tanning a hide of an animal, the Prophet (pbuh) asked for her permission to
enter. She permitted him and offered him a pillow on which he sat down. He, then, proposed
marriage to her. Umm Salama was amazed and did not believe what she heard. She soon
remembered the hadith related by Abu Salama:

“and replace my catastrophe with something better."”

She realized that this surely the best replacement. But because she was true and faithful, she did not
hesitate to disclose her defects before the Prophet (pbuh). She said, welcome O Messenger of Allah.
How could not I like you!? but I am very jealous and I fear I might do something that leads me to
incur Allah's torture. I am also an old woman and have children. Thereupon, the Prophet (pbuh)
said, I am older than you and there is no blame if a man marries a woman who is older than him. As
for your statement; "I have children," Allah and his Messenger will suffice them.

Then, as for your saying, "I am very jealous", I will invoke Allah to make you forget such a habit.
Then, Umm Salama surrendered to the Prophet (pbuh) and said, Allah substitutes Abu Salama for
whom is better than him: the Messenger of Allah (pbuh). She, then, became a Mother of the
Faithful. She lived in the Prophet's home putting before her eyes such new honourable position.

She was a rational and wise woman. In the day of Hudaibiyah, the Prophet (pbuh) commanded his
companions to slaughter their animals after he concluded the truce with Quraish. However the
companions did not respond. They thought that such truce was a kind of oppression to Muslims.
The Prophet (pbuh) repeated his command three times without any response. Accordingly, he went
home angry and mentioned what had happened to Umm Salama. Therefore, she (may Allah be
pleased with her) said, O Messenger of Allah if you would like the Muslims do what you want, you
would better go out and do not speak with any one until you slaughter your camel and have your
hair cut.
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Then, the Prophet (pbuh) approved her opinion and did what she said. As soon as the people saw
the Prophet doing that, they started to slaughter their animals and cut the hair of one another to such
an extent that they were about to kill one another.

After the Prophet's death, Umm Salama kept . watching the procession of events and declaring her
opinions to guide the people and keep them away of corruption and oppression particularly the
rulers.

Eventually, she died in the month of Zul-qgi'dah, 59 AH She was eighty-four by then. Actually, she
set a good example to Muslim women.

Umm Habeeba
Ramla Bint Abu Sufayn

She was Ramla bint Abu Sufyan, the leader of Quraish and the unbeliever's until the great victory.
But, she embraced Islam though her father was an atheist by then. He could not convince her to stay
an atheist. Furthermore, she endured all kinds of hardships and sufferings in the cause of Allah and
her belief.

She got married to ‘Ubaidellah Ibn Jahsh who embraced Islam as well. When Muslims were put
into affliction and persecution she emigrated to Abysinniya with her husband where she gave birth
to Rabeeba, a girl.

She kept patient and endured the sufferings of alienation and estrangement until she was taken by
something she did not expect. Let us lend our ears to her to know what happened.

She said, "I saw in a dream my husband, Ubaidellah Ibn Jahsh in bad and disfigured appearance. It
was a horrible dream. In the morning I found that he converted to Christianity. I told him what I had
seen in my dream. But he did not care about that."

This wretched abostate did his best to convert his wife. But she refused and resorted to her belief.
She begged him to stay a Muslim but he refused. Then he started to drink wine so excessively that
he died after few days.

Afterwards Ramla not only suffered alienation in the land to which she emigrated but also she
became a widow. Yet she kept patient and endured such severe afflictions. She put before her eyes
Allah's saying:

(And for those who fear Allah, He (ever) prepares a way out, and He provides for him from
(sources) he never could expect. And if any one puts his trust in Allah, sufficient is His
purpose: verily, for all things has Allah appointed a due proportion.)

(At-Talaq: 2-3)

One day she saw in a dream that someone called her by saying, "O mother of the faithful" She
interpreted her dream to mean that the Prophet (pbuh) would marry her. Such a dream strengthened
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her fortitude as Allah willed.

No sooner did her waiting period end than an abyssinian slave girl visited her to offer her the
Prophet's proposal to marry her. She, out of joy, said to the maid aloud, "may Allah bless you" She
also gave her what she wear of jewelry. Then she sent to Sa'id Ibn al-'As to commission him to
conduct the marriage upon the request of Nagus who was commissioned by the Prophet (pbuh).

In the evening, Nagus gathered all Muslims in Abyssinia., Muslims, gathered together headed by
Ja'far Ibn Abu Talib, the Prophet's cousin.

Thereupon, Nagus delivered a speech. He said,

"Praise be to Allah, the Sovereign, the Holy one, the Source of Peace (and perfection), the
Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of Safety, the Exalted in Might, the Irresistible, the Justly
Proud. I testify that there is no God but Allah and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah
about whom ‘Issa Ibn Maryam (pbuh) told. To proceed: The Messenger of Allah sent me a
message and asked me to give him Umm Habbeebah bint Abu Sufyan in marriage.
Therefore, I responded to what the Messenger of Allah asked. Thereby, I'll give her four
hundred dinars as a dowry. He, then, poured the dinars before the people.

Afterwards, Khalid Ibn Sa' id had the turn to speak. He said,

"Praise be to Allah. I praise Him and seek His help. I testify that there is no God but Allah and
Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger, whom He sent with the guidance and the Religion of
Truth and that He will make it prevail over all religions, even though the pagans may detest it.

To proceed: I responded to what the Messenger of Allah asked. Thereby, I'll give him Umm
Habbeebah bint Abu Sufyan in marriage. May Allah bless the marriage to the Prophet (pbuh).

Then, Nagus paid the dowry to Khalid Ibn Sa'id and held the wedding feast and said, "Have a seat;
it is the Prophets sunna when marrying to offer food."

When the Muslims came out victorious in Khaybar and the emigrants of Abyssinia returned at the
same time, the Prophet said, "I do not know with what occasion I should be happy!" The victory in
Khaybar or the advent of Ja'far?

Umm Habeebah was among t